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STUTTGART FOR ELG 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: AMER, LE, US 

SUBJECT: POSTPONEMENT OF BEIRUT EVACUATION: ANNOUNCEMENT AND PRESS 
GUIDANCE 

1 . WE ARE INSERTING THE FOLLOWING ANNOUNCEMENT IN BEIRUT 

PAPERS APPEARING TOMOYROW MORNING: QUOTE CONVOY TO 

DAMASCUS POSTPNED. THE LAND CONVOY TO DAMASCUS SCHEDULED 

TO DEPART ON JULY 20 HAS BEEN POSTPONED. A NEW DATE WILL BE 

ANNOUNCED SHORTLY IN THIS NEWSPAPER. UNQUOTE REQUEST THIS ANNOUNCEMEN 

T 

BE PLACED ON VOA AND BBC AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. PHRASE "IN 
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2. WE SUGGEST FOLLOWING PRESS GUIDANCE ON THIS POSTPONEMENT: 

Q. WHY ARE YOU POSTPONING THIS CONVY? 

A. BECAUSE WE ARE ADVISED THAT THE ROUTE ISNOT TOTALLY 
SECURE. 

Q. WHO ADVISED YOU OF THIS? 

A. THE PARTIES WITH WHOM WE ARE IN CONTACT. 

Q. DOES THIS INCLUDE THE PLO? 

A. IN INCLUDES ALL PARTIES WITH WHOM WE HAVE HAD DIRECT AND 
INDIRECT CONTACT. 

Q. WAS THERE A THREAT? 

A. WE ARE NOT AWARE OF ANY THREAT. 

Q. WHEN WILL THE CONVOY BE RE-SCHEDULED? 

A. WE HOPE TO ANNOUNCE A NEW DATE IN THE NEXT FEW DAYS. 

Q. IS THERE ANY CONSIDERATION BEING GIVEN TO OTHER MEANS OF 
DEPARTURE? 

A. NOT AT THIS TIME. 

Q. HOW MANY ARE NOW REGISTERED FOR DEPARTURE? 

A. AS OF JULY 19, 403 PERSONS HAVE REGISTERED. OF THSE. 143 
ARE AMERICANS. 

3. SECURITY CONTACT HAS SPECIFICALLY REQUESTED THAT PLO 

NOT BE IDENTIFIED AS SOURCE OF ADVICE LEADING TO POSTPONEMENT. 
THEREFORE WE DO NOT PLAN TO BE DRAWN OUT ON QQUESTION OF WHO 
ADVISED US. 

SEELYE 
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